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SUBJECT | Minutes of the 8™ Management Committee Meeting of COST
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INTERACT

TUESDAY, 18 JUNE 2024, 9:00 AM

Welcome to participants

Prof. Laurent Clavier, Action Chair of the Action, opened the meeting on June 18, 2024, at
9.00 am. As Local Organizer, Prof. Katsuyuki Haneda welcomed the participants and
provided information about the local arrangements.

Prof. Laurent Clavier then acknowledged the fulfilment of the quorum, i.e., at least two-
thirds of the COST countries participating in the Action were represented at the 8t MCM.

Adoption of agenda

The Action Chair presented the agenda of the 8" MCM, which had been previously
circulated online. The agenda was adopted. The Minutes of the 7" MC Meeting and 7
Technical Meeting were approved.

The Action Chair took the opportunity to remind all participants to sign the official COST
Attendance List for every day of attendance. No reimbursement of travel expenses (for
those entitled to) will be processed if the COST attendance list is not duly signed.

Status of the Action and of the current meeting

The Action Chair moved on to update the audience on the overall status of the Action.

Here below the main figures presented:
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Number of signatory countries 46

Number of WG members
COST full members: 36 (ITC 20) registered on the website
COST Cooperating Member: 1

COST Partner: 1 606
International: 5 Young Researchers 55%

Near Neighbour Countries: 3 Gender balance 19,2%/79,6%

Number of MC I:Aergsbf:;) People attending the meeting Number of TDs

¢ 30 (+18 substitutes)
: 4 * 129
attending the meeting

2332 @

8" MC and Technical Meeting, 17-20 June, Helsinki, Finland

* 61

The Action Chair informed the attendees that a COST booth was organised at EUCNC.

The Action Chair informed that the mid-term report had been approved and the COST
Office provided feedback.

The Action Chair summarised the comments given by the COST Office. Positive feedback
in general with some points to improve:

- Connection with similar initiatives in the community
- Involvement of Industries

- Gender balance

- Joint publications on the website

The Action Chair presented the status of deliverables:

e Deliverable 4 to be delivered on Month 32 (WG2) — mid-June 2024 — first draft to
be presented in this meeting

e Deliverable 5 to be delivered on Month 36 (All WGs and verticals) — mid-October
2024

e Deliverable 6, 7, 8 to be delivered on month 48 — mid-October 2025

Prof. Slawomir Ambroziak informed he sent an e-mail to all WG mailing lists, asking for
contributions.

Prof. Conception Garcia Pardo updated the Members on the next workshops.

Report from the Grant Holder

The Grant Holder Scientific Representative (GHSR), Prof. Chiara Buratti, presented the
Work and Budget Plan (WBP) for Year 3 and the top-up budget updated with the
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expenses of Y3 for each item, and the remaining budget for Year 3 with the expected
expenses.

The GHSR notified the MC Members about the top-up budget that was issued in June and
informed them that there will not be any top-up budget in Y4.

¢ INTERACT

Budget Y3 Work and Budget Plan Budget

TOP-UP
Meetings € 179.338,68
Training Schools €29.732,00
Short-Term Scientific Mission Grant € 15.600,00
Inclusiveness Target Countries Conference Grant €4.000,00
Dissemination Conference Grant (VBG) € 2.000,00
Dissemination € 700,00
Other Expenses Related to Scientific Activities
(OERSA) € 500,00
Total Science Expenditure € 231.870,68
FSAC € 34.780,60
Total Grant € 266.651,28

8™ MC and Technical Meeting, 17-20 June 2024, Espoo, Finland

The GHSR notified the MC Members about the Status of the expenditures at the end of
the GP3:

- One MC and Technical Meeting in Lisbon;
- Five approved STSMs;

- Three approved ITCG;

- One VBGs;

- Bank charges accounted in the OERSA.

The GHSR then presented the expected expenses to the MC Members for the third Grant
Period, including the Meeting in Helsinki and two Training Schools, and showed the
expected remaining budget.
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Work and Budget Plan - ,ef S Re:':::::::’g

Meetings €179.338,68 € 153.328/46 €26.010,22
Training Schools €29.732,00 € 30.450,00 €-718,00
STSM €15.600,00  €6.000,00 € 9.600,00
ITCG €4.000,00  €3.00000 € 1.000,00
VBG €2.000,00 € 1.500,00 € 500,00
Dissemination € 700,00 €0,00 € 700,00
Other (OERSA) € 500,00 € 30,00 € 470,00

Total Science Expenditure _ €1

46 €37.562,22

8™ MC and Technical Meeting, 17-20 June 2024, Espoo, Finland

The GHSR asked the MCMs to move 718€ from STSMs to Training School.

& INTERACT Bucdget

Reallocated budget from STSM to Training Schools

Spent/ " Remaining
Work and Budget Plan - Wi e et

Meetings €179.338,68 € 153.328/46 € 26.010,22
Training Schools €30.450,00 € 30.450,00 €0,00
STSM €14.882,00  €6.000,00 €8.882,00 [718e ]
ITCG €4.000,00  €3.000,00 € 1.000,00
VBG €2.000,00 € 1.500,00 € 500,00
Dissemination € 700,00 €0,00 € 700,00
Other (OERSA) € 500,00 € 30,00 € 470,00

Total Science Expenditure _ €1

Formal approval from the MC Members

08,46 € 37.562,22

8™ MC and Technical Meeting, 17-20 June 2024, Espoo, Finland

The MCMs approved the movement.
No abstentions, no against.

The GHSR announced that, probably, the next meeting in Linz would not be a MC Meeting,
only Technical.

Women in INTERACT

The GHSR presented the initiative related to Women in INTERACT: some mentors have
been identified to provide help on non-scientific topics, especially to female PhD students.
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The GHSR invited the PhD students to join the initiative.

Training School Activities summary
Dr. Krzysztof Cichon, the Training Coordinator (TC), reminded the audience of the
selection process for a training school proposal.

The TC presented the Training program and the Training Schools organized in 2024:
Barcelona and ESoA.

The TC invited the audience to apply to the call for proposals for future Training activities.

Grants

The Grant Award Coordinator (GAC) Prof. Carles Anton-Haro introduced the meaning and
the scope of STSMs.

The Grant Award Coordinator (GAC) presented then the status of the grants awarded from
the beginning of the Action with statistics on duration, WGs, Home institutions, and Host
institutions.

The GAC reminded the attendees that STSMs must be completed before the end of
October of the current year.

The Action Chair explained and repeated the criteria for the evaluation of an STSM
proposal.

The GAC explained the aim of ITC Conference Grants and the budget dedicated to them
and the Visibility Booster Grants (VBG). He also listed the criteria, requirements, priorities,
and the selection and awarding process.

The Grant Award Coordinator invited the attendees to apply as soon as possible for new
networking activities.

Dissemination

The YRR Dr. Silvi Kodra updated the Members on the status of the Dissemination and
Communication activities and invited the Members to actively contribute to the
improvement of the visibility of the Action.

Specifically, the YRR presented the outcomes of the Newsletter, and the status of the
social media.

The YRR announced the Newsletter meeting would be held Wednesday afternoon, June
19th, at 5:30 pm.
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The Action Chair announced the possible destinations for the 4t GP:

e 10™ Meeting: Dublin
e 11t Meeting: Géteborg
e 12™ Meeting: Lille

The Action Chair announced the next Core Group Meeting that would take place on
Friday, June 28 at 14:00 CET.

The Action Chair announced the upcoming 9th Meeting had already been accepted and
approved to be held in Linz, Austria, from 16 to 19 June 2024. The day prior to the 9t
Technical meeting would be dedicated to a Training Day. Dr. Raheeb Muzaffar and Dr.
Golsa Ghiaasi would be the Local Organizer.

The Action Chair presented the program for the Linz Meeting and reminded the local
information and how to reach the destination.

This Meeting

The Action Chair announced the two Keynotes: Peter Faris from European
Communications Office and Janne Kolu from Keysight Technologies.

The Action Chair announced that three elections were scheduled and explained to the
Members the procedure to vote for the following positions:

- VT2 co-Chair: Shrief Rizkalla (SAL, Linz, Austria) and Juan Moreno Garcia-Loygorri
(UPM, Spain)

- VT4 co-Chair: Guillaume Villemaud (INSA Lyon, France) and Greta Vallero
(Politecnico di Torino)

- HA3 co-Chair: Houda Chihi (Supcom, Tunis) and Djordje Lukic (University of
Belgrade)

The Action Chair introduced the candidates for each position and asked if there were
any other candidates in the room. No other candidates.

The Action Chair proceeded with the important discussions:
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IMPORTANT DISCUSSIONS during SESSIONS

WIRS Mentorship and other ideas

VT structuration for end year report

WG2 White paper

WG3 structuration for end year report — starting to think about WP.
Training days in Linz and after

STSM

Liaisons / activities in European projects.

Special sessions / workshops

And don’t forget the Newsletter Meeting (Tomorrow 5:30pm before bus departure to the gala diner)

8™ MC and Technical Meeting, 17-20 June 2024, Espoo, Finland

Plenary Talks
Two plenary talks were programmed:

Peter Faris — ECO “Spectrum for future 6G uses”

Janne Kolu - Keysight Technologies “Chan. Mod. and emulation —industry perspective”
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THURSDAY, 20 JUNE 2024, 11:00 AM

MC VOTE: new MC member from Switzerland: Dr. Gianluca Rizzo.

The quorum of 24 Countries represented was reached and the MCMs approved.
HA3 Election: a Google Form was sent to the attendees.

The Action Chair announced the results of the three elections and asked for formal MC
approval. No objections, no abstentions.

VT2: Shrief Rizkalla (SAL, Linz, Austria)
VT4: Greta Vallero (Politecnico di Torino)

HA3: Djordje Lukic (University of Belgrade)

Formal approval from MCMs was done.

RALPH STUBNER

The Science Officer at COST Action, Ralph Stiibner, provided updates on the state of the
Action Countries: 41 members, 1 cooperating member, 1 partner member.

The Science Officer highlighted the eligibility criteria which can be found on COST
website and reminded COST members to keep their e-COST profile updated.

Furthermore, the Science Officer updated on the status of gender balance (male 80% vs
10% of female) and opened a discussion on the importance of women in science.

The Action Chair informed the attendees about the Talk that would be given in the
afternoon by Tadashi Matsumoto.

Feedback from Working Group Action Chairs

The WGs Co-Action Chairs presented their feedback on the Technical Meeting. You can
find their contributions in Annex 5.
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WG1  Vittorio Degli-Esposti, Mate Boban
SWG1.1 mmW and THz channel sounding Wei Fan, Diego Dupleich
SWG1.2 RIS Di Renzo, Joonas Kokkoniemi

WG2 Ana Garcia Amada, Alister Burr
SWG2.1 ISAC Yang Miao, Carsten Smeenk

WG3 Hamed Hamadi, Konstantin Mikhaylov

VT1 Kamran Sayrafian, Slawomir Ambroziak
SVT1 EMF exposure Conchi Garcia Pardo, Wout Joseph
VT2 Adrian Kliks
VT3 Golsa Ghiaasi, Raheeb Muzaffar
VT4 Periklis Chatzimisios, Fernando Velez

8™ MC and Technical Meeting, 17-20 June 2024, Espoo, Finland

Feedback from Liaisons

The WGs Co-Action Chairs presented the progress of the INTERACT Liaisons with other
projects.

finished

g’ INTERAET 11. Liaisons

¢ EU-ITN MINTS - Fredrik Tufvesson

* 5G DU-Volution — Alister Burr

¢ 5G YO-RAN - Alister Burr

¢ 6G-IA (SNS) — Carles Anton

* TeamUp5G (MSCA ETN/ITN) — Fernando J. Velez and Ana Garcia Armada

* ETSI ISG for Terahertz Communications (THZ) — Mate Boban, Thomas Kuerner
* DETERMINISTIC6G (SNS) — Raheeb Muzaffar

* PEPR 5G (France Plan de relance) — Laurent Clavier

¢ 6G-SHINE — Mario Vittucci, Silvi Kodra (Vittorio Degli Esposti)

¢  WITAR / WIRS — Sana Salous

8™ MC and Technical Meeting, 17-20 June 2024, Espoo, Finland

The Science Officer suggested adding also liaisons with other COST actions.

Action Points

The Action Chair updated the participants on the upcoming action points and their



INTERACT

respective deadlines.

‘? lNTERACT TBD. Action Points
>

AP WHAT WHO WHOM WHEN
1 Submit reimbursement forms Those entitled to e-cost Before 05/07
2 Send Minutes of Group Meetings Group Chairs Chair + Secretary Before 05/07
3 Send Liaisons summaries Liaison rapporteurs Dissemination chair (M. Deruyck) Before 05/07
4 Publications (Joint) Authors Secretary / on-line sheet When accepted

When done with

5 Liaisons, special sessions/workshops Organizers Dissemination chair (M. Deruyck) R ——
6 | Send STSM /ITCG / VBG applications Those interested e-cost +Grant Chair (C. Anton) Open call

7 WG2 White papers All contributors Finalize the WP Before 31/08
8 3" GP report All members Contribute to help the co-chairs Before 31/08
9 CORE Group meeting SC members + WG chairs Remote meeting 28/06, 2pm CET

Apply and Register to 6™ TS

8™ MC and Technical Meeting, 17-20 June 2024, Espoo, Finland

Dr. Tadashi Masumoto suggested considering the SYWL (Student, Young Professionals,
Women-in-Engineering and Life Member) Congress.

No AOB.
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